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The Institute of Heraldry approved the Sixteenth Air Force emblem on 4 April 1958

(left). The design reflected the arrangement used by other Numbered Air Forces

(NAF), prominently displaying large numerals in the foreground, with simple

stylistic elements to the rear. Each color and element of the shield held specific

meaning and significance to the newly-formed Sixteenth Air Force (16 AF). The

star-spangled light blue Strategic Air Command (SAC) ribbon over a shield of the

Air Force colors, ultramarine blue bordered Air Force golden yellow, symbolized

Following activation on 11 Oct 2019, the Sixteenth Air Force (Air Forces Cyber) became a

Component Numbered Air Force (C-NAF), and was authorized a second emblem to reflect its

component status under a unified command. The organization assumed the pre-existing Air Forces

Cyber component emblem (below left) formerly held by the Twenty-Fourth Air Force. Like all

emblems, the Air Forces Cyber shield portrays symbols representative of the C-NAFôscomponent

mission.

Emblems

Organizations need visible, enduring symbols in the form of emblems
to promote esprit de corps, morale, and a sense of heritage.

Ultramarine blue and Air Force yellow are the Air Force colors. Blue alludes to the

sky, the primary theater of Air Force operations. Yellow refers to the sun and the

excellence required of Air Force personnel. The globe represents the worldwide

theater of cyber operations. The combination of the star and lightning flashes

represents yesterdayôshistory with todayôsinnovation and connects AFCYBER to

the Sixteenth Air Force. The three wavy threads connect AFCYBER to United

States Cyber Command and represent the three missions of the United States Air

Force -- air, space and cyberspace.

the extension of air power into space, thus portraying the changing and expanding future of the Air

Force, SAC, and the 16 AF. The golden yellow ñ16òsignified quality in the techniques of warfare as

well as dedication of effort on the part of the officers and airmen of the organization.

The organization chose to modify the emblem in 2003, simply deleting the light

blue color of the ribbon to create the current emblem (right). The significance

statement also changed to reflect the contemporary mission of the NAF.

Ultramarine blue and Air Force yellow are the Air Force colors. Blue alludes to the

sky, the primary theater of Air Force operations. Yellow refers to the sun and the

excellence required of Air Force personnel. The bend (sash) bordered in white

indicates the adherence to the unit mission. The stars signify the high quality of
the rank

Above: 16 AF subordinate Wing emblems, each with their own unique symbols and significance.
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and file within the organization. The large numeralsñ16òshow pride of performance.



Table of Contents

Emblems

16 AF ïThe Early Years

A Period of Trials and Dual-Hatted Responsibilities

16 AF Receives a Wartime Mission

The Drums of War

Expeditionary Era

Rebirth - Information Warfare NAF

16 AF (AFCYBER) Subordinate Wings

16 AF Commanders

3

6

8

12

14

19

20

Organizational Awards

16 AF (AFCYBER) Command Chiefs

22

25

26

Motto and Chant 26

1


